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Jealousy and presumptuousness 

In chapter 12 you read about Miriam’s and Aaron’s envy.  Today 

you learn where jealousy leads to.  Korah, Dathan and Abiram are 

dissatisfied with their tasks.  Korah is a Kohathite and therefore has 

one of the noblest tasks anyway.  But he wants to be a priest.  It 

seems that Dathan and Abiram are envious of the position of 

Moses.  They all rebel against Moses and Aaron, and in so doing, 

against God.  As opposed to Miriam and Aaron, they don’t repent.  

Because of that, they can be certain of their destruction. 

It may happen to you that you envy someone because of their 

abilities or their position.  If that’s the case, confess your guilt. 

 

69.  What does it mean when Korah and his followers say that the 

whole congregation is holy (v3)?  Think back on chapter 3! 

70.  What happens to the sons of Korah?  Clue:  You won’t find the 

answer in today’s passage. 

 

There is holy anger and unholy anger.  Moses‘ anger (v15) was holy 

anger before God.  A believer can also express holy anger.  But this 

can easily turn into fleshly anger, if you stop thinking exclusively of 

God’s honour and personal emotions come into it.  Therefore:  „Be 

angry, and do not sin.“ (Ephesians 4:26) 

 

If envy arises in your heart, make sure you are 

aware of it and confess this sin! 
 

____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________                                  

6
9

.  It m
ean

s so
m

e
th

in
g like:  “A

ll Israe
lites are eq

u
ally h

o
ly an

d
 can

 sacrifice to
 G

o
d

.”  Th
is h

o
w

eve
r is o

p
p

o
sed

 to
 G

o
d

’s in
stru

ctio
n

s, b
ecau

se o
n

ly th
e 

Levites w
ere sep

arate, i.e. m
ad

e h
o

ly, fo
r G

o
d

, in
stead

 o
f th

e firstb
o

rn
.  70.  Th

ey d
o

n
’t p

erish
, as N

u
m

b
ers 2

6:11
 tells u

s.  Th
is also

 b
eco

m
es evid

en
t in

 th
e 

P
salm

s w
ere th

e so
n

s o
f K

o
rah

 are o
ften

 m
en

tio
n

ed
 as th

e au
th

o
rs o

f P
salm

s. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%2016:1-15&version=NKJV

